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US and British adventurers The Boston Globe

detained by Russians
2 walked across the Bering Strait

By Maria Danilova, Associated Press | April 5, 2006

MOSCOW -- Russian autharities have detained an American and a British
citizen in the Far East after the pair made a rare crossing by foot of a frozen
56-mile stretch of the Bering Strait, officials said yesterday.

The two were arrested in Chukotka province for failing to register with the
authaorities, Andrei Orlov, spokesman for the Federal Security Semvice's
northeastern border guard division, said on NTV television. All visitors are
required to register with palice within three days of their arrival in Russia, even
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if they have visas. |
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Russian authorities did not identify the two or say when they were arrested.
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But one of the adventurers, Britan Karl Bushby, said on his website that he and )
Dimitry Kieffer of Anchorage, Alaska, reached Chukotka province Friday. It Sign up for: _ _
took them 14 days to walk the 56 miles from Alaska to Russian territory. * Globe Headlines e-mail |
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The website said Bushby, a 36-year-old former paratrooper, made the crossing

as part of a round-the-world walk that began in 1998 at the southern tip of BOSTON.COM"S MOST E-MAILED

South America.
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Bushby's father, Keith, of Hereford, England, confirmed the two had arrived in « oo posh to push? WMare C-sections an
Russia on Friday and had been detained sometime after that. demand in UK
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In a posting dated Friday, March 31, Karl Bushby's website said he and Kieffer get their money back
were in the village of Uelen, near the point where the Bering Sea mests the e WRed Sox inadvertently honor Drew
Chukechi Sea, about 560 miles northwest of the provincial capital Anadyr. e MReview La Citrueille Celeste de Citracado

Keith Bushby said the travelers were headed south down the coast en route to »Sae full list of most e-mailed
the city of Provideniya, about 380 miles northeast of Anadyr, to officially SEARCH THE ARCHIVES
register with Russian authorities. But they were stopped on their way there in

the small village of Lavrenty. about 500 miles nothwest of Anadyr.

They did not enter the country at a border crossing. so they had no stamps in ) Today fres)
their passports. ) Yesterday ffres)
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Because they were walking across the Bering Strait, they could not take the _ N
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normal route. Conseguently, they didnt have the correct stamps and a landing
permit,” Keith Bushby told The Associated Press.
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“We don't blame the Russian bodyguards because they are doing their job.
karl fully expected a problem, because he knew this would happen.”

He added that his son was feeling fine but was upset that his trip through
Russia could be cut short if the authorities deny him permission to continue.

“He will be worried that the authorities will not let him walk any further in
Russia,” Keith Bushby said.

Orlov said the detained men had Russian business visas, but failed to
complete registration procedures as foreigners are reguired to do. The pair also
had satellite phones, GPS mapping equipment, a video camera, and a pistal,
he said. "So far, the actions of these tourists is unclear, so to speak, and an
investigation is being conducted,” Orlov said.

The ITAR-Tass news agency guoted FSB spokesman Vadim Shibayev as
saying the two were accused of illegal border crossing and are currently being
questioned by authorities. "The American and the Briton did not notify the
Russian side through official channels of their [barder] crossing, which not anly
violated border legislation. but alzo put their lives in serious danger.” Shibayev
was guoted as saying.

Bushby wants to be the first person to walk all the way around the waorld, his
website says. Since the beginning of his journey on Mov. 1. 1998, he has
covered 17,000 miles, walking through South, Central, and MNorth America.m
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