
The Strait Story

On Friday, Jan. 16, Seattle-
based, Franco-American 

expeditionist Dimitri Kieffer will 
visit the Swedish Club to give a 
talk on his adventures while 
walking across the Bering Strait. 
This trip was the beginning of his 
quest to travel around the globe 
solely under human power. His 
Nexus Expedition World Circum-
navigation began in Anchorage, 
Alaska, in 2005. Thus far Dimitri 
has traveled 17,814 km (11,069 
miles), trekking, skiing, swimming, 
paddling and biking across the 
Bering Strait, then into and across 
Russia, Mongolia and China as 
well as Central Asia.

Dimitri is currently planning the next leg of his expedition for 2015–16: cycling and paddling from 
Central Asia to southwest Africa, rowing across the Atlantic Ocean, cycling through Latin America to reach 
his second antipode in Chile, and finally cycling back north to return to the starting point of his expedition 
in Alaska. At completion, the trip will total approximately 60,000 km (38,000 miles). Read more about 
Dimitri and his adventures at www.nexusexpedition.com. His talk begins at 7 p.m.

Great Finds Sale

Our annual Antiques & Great Finds Sale 
is Feb. 28 and Mar. 1. This is your 

opportunity to donate usable (i.e., gently 
used) items to the Club for our fundraising, 
or to have your own table and sell your 
unwanted things yourself. Either way, it’s a 
great opportunity to start your spring 
cleaning and help the Swedish Club. Our 
vendor fee is $25 plus 10 percent of your 
sales over $250. Visit our Website for the 
form: swedishclubnw.org/PDFs/Antiques.pdf. 
We’ll have pea soup for sale, plus goodies 
from our bakers on Saturday, and Swedish 
pancakes on Sunday, so mark your calendars 
for one of the best sales of the spring season.
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the Nordic countries, with 

emphasis on Sweden, and to 

perpetuate Nordic culture 

and traditions through the 

teaching, observance, practice 

and celebration of this culture 

and its traditions.

Swedish Club NewsSwedish Club News

They’re good 
with trees, but 
can they play 
the ukulele 
or chair an 
auction? 
Jeffrey Cook, 
left, and 
Gary Sund 
decorated the 
Three Crowns 
Christmas tree. 

On Jan. 9, we’ll see a different side of Jeffrey as he 
plays his ukulele with the Ukadelics at Happy Hour. 
Come and find out if he strums strings as well as 
he strings lights. Meanwhile, Gary, along with 
his wife, Vinda, will co-chair our 2015 fundraising 
auction this spring. Mark your calendars for May 9 
to come and support the Swedish Club.



Another busy season has passed at the Swed-
ish Club, and as we begin 2015, we have 

work as well as fun ahead of us. After spending 
the fall discussing the Club’s future with 
members, we are ready to move into the next 
phase of creating an innovative business plan 
for our property.

If you’re new to the Club, this is the issue: 
Our beloved clubhouse is beginning to show its 
age. Our present business plan allows us to hire 
staff and keep programs humming, but leaves 
no funds for the refurbishment needed by a 
53-year-old building that’s used by thousands 
of people every year. We raised money for a 
roof in 2013 and 2014, but we need many more 
improvements to bring the building up to our 
own Swedish standards.

For example, energy-efficient changes are 
needed all over the building, such as heating and 
air conditioning, new windows, flooring, etc. 
Bathrooms need an update, and both the 
outside and inside could use some paint. The list 
goes on and on, and our Building Committee 
will be happy to tell you everything that’s 
wrong with our clubhouse.

They also tell us that we can no longer 
sidestep these needs, but happily for us, our three 
parking lots are becoming more valuable every 
day, due to the growth in the South Lake Union 
part of our city. We’ve held meetings and asked 
for member input to build a framework for 
making decisions about what to do next. I will 
provide only a snapshot here of what you told 
us, with a full report coming later.
1. You’re crazy about our building.
2. You value the friendliness and the commu-

nity feeling of the folks who gather.
3. You appreciate the intergenerational aspect 

of the Club, but you’d like to see more 
young people taking part and more 
activities geared toward younger people.

4. You appreciate the Swedishness of the 
Swedish Club. The present mix, with some 
of the other Nordic countries’ culture 
occasionally thrown in, is just about right, 
but you don’t want to lose the focus on 
Sweden.

5. You want us to retain our present parking 
and property.

If anyone reading this thinks differently about 
these topics, please write or visit me and give me 
your ideas, and we’ll add them to the summary.

The next stage is to assess what we can do 
here in this location. Toward that end, Club 
President Brandon Benson, Vice President 
for Building Facilities Larry Johnson and I 
have met with developers and other interested 
parties to gather ideas. We’ll continue until we 
turn over both the detailed summary of what 
the members told us and the recommendations 
for what’s achievable to a steering committee to 
review and assess. From there it goes to the 
Board and ultimately to the members.

Ever since we began our strategic plan back 
in 2009—which was fantastically successful 
and brought us back from the brink of selling 
off—the Swedish Club has been the envy of all 
our sister clubs in the city. We still have much 
to be proud of: a thriving Club, a beautiful 
location, an iconic building and three parking 
lots. As your Executive Director, I’m very 
optimistic about the future and our ability to 
plan for those who come after us. Again, I invite 
your input on any of these plans and ideas.

Kristine Leander, Executive Director
kristine@swedishclubnw.org
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Swedish Club
1920 Dexter Avenue North 

Seattle, WA 98109

206-283-1090 Club Business
206-283-1078 Rentals

206-283-2970 FAX

info@swedishclubnw.org 
rentals@swedishclubnw.org 

rsvp@swedishclubnw.org
weaving@swedishclubnw.org

www.swedishclubnw.org

Office Hours
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Board of Directors
 President Brandon Benson
 Vice President Paul Heneghan
 VP, Facilities Larry Johnson
 Secretary Vi Reno

Directors: Patrick Dolan, Lyle George, 
Mary Hillman, Chris Jones, Mary 
McCann, Angela Nelson, Kristina 

Nordstrom, Larry Omdal, Sonja Richter,  
Per-Ola Selander, Gary Sund

board@swedishclubnw.org

Club Operations
 Executive Director Kristine Leander
 Rentals/Facil. Mgr.  Doug Newlands
 Event/Office Coord. Eva Larson

Club Historian
Aina Oscarsson

Swedish Club Guild
 Co-Chair Patricia Salt Charles 
 Co-Chair Vinda Sund
 Secretary Rotating
 Treasurer Jean Wirch & Alana  
  Brandstrom

Swedish Women’s Chorus
     Marta Schee swedishsingersseattle@ 
  gmail.com

Svea Male Chorus
 Bob Reetz rebert1@msn.com

Swedish Club News
Editor: Kristine Leander

Copy Editor: Martin Stillion
Swedish Club News (USPS 533-750) 
is published monthly as part of 
yearly membership dues at $15 per 
person, per year, by the Swedish 
Club, 1920 Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, 
WA 98109-2795. Telephone is 
206-283-1090. Periodicals post-
age paid at Seattle, Washington. 
Postmaster: send address changes 
to Swedish Club News, 1920 Dexter 
Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109-2795.
Deadline for material for 

the next issue is  
Jan. 19.

Bring articles into the office or fax 
to 206-283-2970. You may also 

e-mail articles to 
kristine@swedishclubnw.org.

Club Notes

Marta Schee, president of the Swedish 
Women’s Chorus, presented Kristine 
Leander with an award on behalf of the 
Executive Board of the American Union 
of Swedish Singers in May 2014. This 
award is made annually to non-singers 
for their efforts to promote Swedish 
singing in America. 
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SC Announces
News about, or in the interest 
of our members...

The Swedish Club announces 1,044 
member households.

New Members
Nelson & Janice Davis
Brandon & Christi DeCuir
Linn Inger Gracey
Adam & Alexandra Hedin
Brittany Kröon
Douglas Kröon
M. Thomas & Gwen Kröon
Mackenzie Kröon
Raymond Kröon & Caitlin Curran
Dr David O. Moline
Elizabeth C Ohlson
Jon & Ann Palmason
Andrew Quecan
Ben Robinson & Tuyet Dang
Dean Stewart
Victoria Stone
Erik Sund & Monica Ghosh
Derek VanNest

Deaths
Victor Manarolla

Standing Committee Mtgs.
Building: 1st Tuesday of the month 

(Jan. 6, Feb. 3, Mar. 3), 5 p.m.
Finance: Last Wednesday of the month 

(Jan. 28, Feb. 25, Mar. 25), 5 p.m.
Membership: 3rd Monday of the month 

(Jan. 19, Feb. 16, Mar. 16), 10 a.m.
Guild: 4th Saturday of the month 

(Jan. 24, Feb. 28, Mar. 28), 10 a.m.
Svea Male Chorus: Tuesdays 

(Sept.–June), 6–7:30 p.m.
Swedish Women’s Chorus: Tuesdays 

(Sept.–June), 7:30–9 p.m.
Volunteers & new members 
welcome. More info: contact 
Kristine Leander. 

New address? Send your address 
changes or corrections to Swedish 
Club, Attn.: Address Change, 1920 
Dexter Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98109. 

Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishclubnw.org.  

Let us know if we left out your 
information by mistake. 

President’s Message

Now that we are in 2015, I’d like to look 
back on some highlights of 2014: the 

ways our members have worked together to 
have fun, raise funds and improve the commu-
nity that gathers here. Our monthly Swedish 
pancake breakfasts have been enjoyed for 
many years by Club members and non-mem-
bers alike. They continue to be a significant 
fundraising activity. In 2014, under the 
volunteer management of Bob Blair, we 
served pancakes to 7,917 guests in 11 break-
fasts. January was the lowest month with 477 
guests, and March was the highest with 1,027. 

Another standout effort related to our 
breakfasts: The Swedish Club Guild raised the 
funds to replace the grill in the lower-level 
kitchen with a modern grill, which improves 
the efficiency of our pancake crew and makes 
us less likely to run low on pancakes during 
busy periods. The Guild also paid for part of 
the new floor on the ground level. Kudos to 
Vinda Sund and her co-leaders, Alana 
Brandstrom, Tricia Salt Charles, Jan 
Sullivan and Jean Wirch. 

In 2014, our two choruses began to 
expand under their new director, Allan 

Andrews. The Svea Male Chorus added 
two singers while the Swedish Women’s 
Chorus gained eight, and both choruses are 
sounding better than ever. They’re looking 
forward to performing with the Seattle 
Symphony for the Sibelius series in March at 
Benaroya Hall.

Swedish language class coordinator and 
instructor Laura Wideburg continues to 
meet the needs of members and non-members 
learning Swedish. In 2014, our three instruc-
tors—Laura, Pia Nystrom and Berit 
Lehner—offered 26 classes, attended by 235 
students. Board Member Larry Johnson 
presented the second half of his Friday evening 
syllabus on Viking history, “Vikings to Volvos.”

Several members won awards in the 
community in 2014. Seattle’s Ethnic Heritage 
Council gives an annual award to an indi-
vidual who has contributed significantly to a 
Northwest ethnic community. This year that 
award went to Club member JoAnne 
Hardt Rudo. Meanwhile, Club member 
Norm Englund was named a Boeing 
Engineer of the Year, and Kristine Leander 
received an award from the American Union 

of Swedish Singers. 
In 2014, our major 

fundraiser was the To 
the Nines auction, 
chaired by Club 
member Judy Cooper, 
which raised $20,000 
for the organization. 
Board Member Mary 
McCann initiated a 
monthly fundraising 
activity of Swedish 
Bingo, which we fully 
expect to take off in 
2015, providing more 
fun and funds for the 
Club. Speaking of 
fundraising, in 2014 we 
received more don-
taions for our roof 
fund, which now stands 
at more than $110,000 
while we await new 

JoAnne Hardt Rudo, shown with Brian Nelson and Kris 
Johansson, was recognized by the Ethnic Heritage Council 
for her involvement in and support of many Nordic 
organizations. With her German-Norwegian heritage, 
JoAnne actively participates in the Swedish Club and 
the Tanhuajat Finnish Folkdancers, Polania Polish Folk 
Dancers, Skandia Folkdance Society, Seattle Folklore 
Society and possibly many more than our editor could 
learn about. Brian, Kris and Nola Nelson performed on 
their nyckelharpas in JoAnne’s honor at the ceremony on 
Mar. 28 at the Nordic Heritage Museum.
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estimates from our Building Committee about the actual cost. (And 
although the roof needs to be replaced very soon, it still hasn’t 
leaked this winter!)

2014 saw the first Membership Directory printed in many 
years, with names and contact information for all of our members. 

After successfully running food and bar services every Friday 
for some years, in 2014 we opened the bar and restaurant on 
Wednesday evenings as well, calling it our “Lilla Fredag” or Little 
Friday. 

We had a distinguished group of guest speakers and artists, 
from here at home and around the world, including many from the 
Nordic countries: 
•	 Swedish novelist Helene Tursten, author of The Fire Dance 
•	 Dr. Azita Emami, dean of the UW School of Nursing, educated 

in Sweden and formerly at the Karolinska Institutet of Stockholm 
•	 Finnish novelist Hanna Pylvainen, author of We Sinners 
•	 Swedish artist Eva Stina Bender 
•	 Swedish writer Ulf Peter Hallberg, author of European Trash: 

Fourteen Ways to Remember a Father 
•	 Norwegian singer/songwriter Lise Olden 
•	 Norwegian musicians Knut Erik Jensen and Skogen Sällström 
•	 Finnish musicians Sara Pajunen and Teija Niku 

Capping the year, of course, was our visit from Swedish chef 
extraordinaire Marcus Samuelsson.

I shouldn’t neglect to mention the Club’s support of the 
Millionair Club Charity. Swedish emigrant Martin Johansson started 
the Millionair Club in Seattle in 1920. One day a year, the Swedish 
Club provides food and volunteers for a lunch served at the 
Millionair Club’s Elliott Avenue location. 

A lot more has taken place at the Swedish Club in the past 
year—too much to include here. I appreciate the support of Club 
members and staff, and look forward to more good things in 2015. 
I’m glad you are a member, and I trust that we will have another 
outstanding year. 

Brandon Benson

Swedish Club President

Read Like a Swede

Perhaps it’s because Sweden has long had the cheapest books in 
Western Europe thanks to a low 6 percent book tax. Or maybe 

Martin Luther got it started with his emphasis on literacy for the 
common man and woman. Or—well, just what else do you do on 
long, cold winter nights?

Whatever the reason, Swedes are readers. And here at the Club, 
our librarians, Berit Lehner and Peppe Enfield, invite you to 
take a peek inside the Club’s library. The borrowing process is just 
like borrowing from a friend. We hope you return the book you 
borrow, but no one will chase after you. Thanks to our constantly 
donating members, our library is bursting at the seams. Berit and 

Peppe work one day a week to keep up with stocking the shelves, 
determining what to give away, what to sell and so on.

At the Swedes Read book sale last September, we estimate that 
we sold about 1,000 donated books—but at least 3,000 titles, 
Swedish and English, are left on the shelves. They’re not all 
mysteries and crime novels either! (For those of you who like that 
sort of thing, many of our Swedish mysteries are here in English 
translations as well.)

Our librarians are pursuing a grant to build more shelving right 
outside the library to hold fiction titles from the other Nordic 
countries. In the meantime, please come visit our library and 
borrow a book. 

Bylaw Changes

Two bylaw changes have been proposed by the Board and are 
now being actively considered by the Club’s membership. 

Following the process set forth in our Articles of Incorporation, the 
changes were introduced in December’s newsletter and a motion 
was made at the December Members & Friends Dinner. They will be 
voted on at the January 14 meeting, assuming that a quorum of at 
least 50 members is present.

The first bylaw change is to offer social memberships in 
addition to our regular category of membership. Social memberships 
are designed for individuals who patronize our bar but don’t want to 
become active Club members. Since our liquor license stipulates that 
patrons of the bar must be members, this category will help us 
comply with Washington state law. This category is very similar to 
the “restaurant members” in the Club’s history, who swelled our 
ranks particularly in the 1970s. The following questions came up at 
the Members & Friends Dinner:

What are the differences between the two types of 
membership?
Social members have access to the bar and receive digital copies 
of our newsletters via e-mail.

Regular members have access to the bar and enjoy price 
reductions for many events (e.g., pancake breakfasts, language 
classes), free genealogy, discounted rentals and library use. They may 
participate in the leadership of the Club and decisions about the 
Club through members’ meetings and serving on the Board and 
committees. Regular members are also mailed a paper copy of the 
newsletter.

Note: Groups that get free rent (Swedish Women’s and Svea 
Men’s Choruses, Nordiska, etc.) would need to be regular members 
to enjoy that benefit.

What will a social membership cost? 
Twenty-five dollars per year. This amount was determined by the 
Board and is intended to entice as many of our non-member guests 
as possible to join as social members. Like the concept of social 
memberships itself, the proposed cost is an experiment. But even if 
members vote to approve social memberships and the Board sets the 
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price at $25, we can change the policy or the price if our 
experience is not positive. The bylaw change and vote 
are only about the possibility of allowing social member-
ships, not the cost of them.

Is it fair to have different types of memberships? 
The Swedish Club already has numerous membership 
categories, with different benefits attached to each level:
•	 $65—Individual
•	 $85—Household
•	 $30—Student: Younger than 21 years of age, or 

enrolled as a full-time student.
•	 $45—Viking: Younger than 29 years of age.
•	 $150—Contributing (given two pancake breakfast 

tickets)
•	 $250—Supporting (given pancake breakfast tickets 

plus a subscription to Swedish Press)
•	 $500—Patron (pancake breakfast tickets, subscription 

to Swedish Press, tickets to a dinner)
•	 $1,000—Benefactor (breakfast tickets, subscription, 

plus invitation to the exclusive Donors Dinner)
•	 $5,000—Three Crowns Circle (all of the above plus 

meeting any visiting dignitaries)

Won’t these social members cause a lot of 
wear and tear on the building? 
As our Friday evenings become more popular, the wear 
and tear factor is already present. Selling social member-
ships to patrons makes their presence legal according to the Liquor 
Control Board, and brings in some funds to compensate for the 
wear and tear.

How will the two types of members be differentiated 
when they come to events?
The membership cards will look different. Regular members will need to 
carry their cards in order to get the benefits of their membership, such 
as reduced prices at events.

The actual text of the proposed bylaw is as follows: 
4.1  Types of Membership. There shall be two types of 

members of the Swedish Cultural Center: (a) general members, 
entitled to all of the rights and privileges of membership, including 
voting on any and all matters, and (b) social members, who are 
entitled to attend all events at the Swedish Cultural Center, but who 
are not entitled to voting privileges. Only a general member may 
serve as an officer or director of the Swedish Cultural Center. The 
Board may assess different levels of annual dues based upon the type 
of membership.

The second change was discussed last fall when other bylaw 
changes were made, but it “fell off the radar,” and the Board is 
returning to it now. In November 2013 the bylaws were changed to 
stipulate that officers of the Club must be Board Members for one 
year before being elected to an officer role. At the time, those 
marshaling the various bylaw changes intended to isolate the role of 

Treasurer from that requirement, but for reasons beyond recollection, 
it didn’t happen. 

The Treasurer position is a unique role in the Club, requiring a 
working knowledge of finances, budgets, etc., and if no Board Member 
feels qualified for it or interested in taking it on, the role could remain 
empty. This has been the situation for the past year. For several months 
in both 2013 and 2014, the Club has had no treasurer. With this change, 
the field of candidates for the Treasurer role will be the entire Club 
membership, not just current or recent Board Members.

The actual text of this proposed bylaw is as follows: 
3.1 Designations, Terms, Qualifications. The officers of 

the corporation shall be the President, the Immediate Past President, 
the Vice President, the Vice President of Building Facilities, the 
Secretary and the Treasurer. All officers shall be elected by the 
membership at the April annual meeting, except that the outgoing 
President shall become the Immediate Past President. Such officers 
shall hold office until the next annual meeting, unless the officer’s 
term is earlier terminated by resignation or death. No person may be 
elected or appointed as an officer unless s/he has served on the 
board for at least one full year in the previous five (5) years, except 
that the position of Treasurer is exempted from this rule. Any two 
or more offices may be held by the same person, except the offices 
of President and Secretary.

The Board and the staff of the Club urge passage of both of 
these bylaw changes.

In Memoriam

We celebrated his 97th 
birthday back in 

January 2014, and this 
January we’ll celebrate his 
life. Our beloved Victor 
Manarolla, the Italian 
barber who married a 
Finnish woman and loved 
hanging out on Friday 
nights at the Swedish Club 
during the last few years of 
his life, passed away in his 
sleep in December. 

Victor had been an institution on Sunset Hill in Ballard since he and his wife 
purchased their home there in 1948. He lived next door to the same Norwegian 
woman, Sissel, for 35 years (but that’s Ballard for you), and worked at his barber 
shop at 105th and Greenwood until he retired in 1995. He made it a point to 
learn the names of all of his customers—and, according to at least one former 
client, Swedish Club member Erik Ronning, to dish out love advice as well. 
His smile and twinkly eyes, ever-present good humor and unabashed flirting 
made visiting with Victor a pleasure. A celebration of Victor’s life and friend-
ships will be held on Thursday, Jan. 15, from 4 to 8 p.m., at the Swedish Club, of 
course. Everyone is invited. It’s a potluck, and please bring stories, too. 



A wholehearted thank you to the 

following donors, who have given 

generously to the Swedish Club’s annual 

appeal. The Club accepts donations all year 

long. We thank our future donors, who will 

be listed in an upcoming newsletter. 

Ingvar & Ebba Andermo

Celeste & Magnus Axelson

Inger & Michael Beecher

Brandon Benson

Patti Benson

Sue Billings

Donn Bodine

Per Bolang

Susan Boyle & Scott Fife

Pat & Bob Charlson

Charlotte & Jim Erickson

Robert Erickson

Bertha Eriksson

Claudia Farnsworth Smith & 

David Smith

Barbara Fetty-Solders 

Finlandia Foundation

Lars Folkesson

Joanne Foster

Liv Frolli

Doris Gjersee

Inger & Ulf Goranson

Carol Graves

Greta Haagensen Roseberg

Bengt Hag

Richard & Marilyn Hanson

Susan Harmon

Mary & Mark Hillman

Debra & Chuck Holland

Beverly Huchala

Paul & Carole Jacobson

Chris Jones

Floyd Jones

Ron Karjala

Gun Karlsson

Robert & Dolores Karlström

Katie & Dave Knien

Susan & Herb Knudson, Jr

Kristina Larson & Richard Gemmell

Kristine Leander

Janet Lidin

Vivi-Anne Lindback & Eckhard Schipull

I. Maria Linde

Mary McCann & Joe Wall

Jennie & Charles Mildes

M. Morgan

Stuart Mork & Laura Cooper

Angela Nelson & Andrew  

van Leeuwen

Susan Featherstone Nelson

Erik & Virginia Olson

Barbara & James Orcutt

Karen & Jim Pauley

Eric & Ingrid Pearson

Judith Peterick

Gary Ramstad

Robert & Sonja Reetz

Sonja Richter

Dr. Len Rosoff & Gretchen  

Swanson Rosoff

Borje Saxberg

Marta Schee & Langdon Miller 

Scott Siler

Florita Skov

Patricia Solberg

Elaine Stevens

David Storm

Janice Sullivan

Gary & Vinda Sund

Lawrence & Peggy Thompson

Robert Thorson & Leone Murphy

Carl Tingelstad

Janet & Hans Tofting

Dennis Wermcrantz

Mary & Johan Wictor

Laura Wideburg & Asmus Freytag

Judy & Loren Womack

“What better legacy than having a place 

to share who we are, where we came from 

and what we have in common?”
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Sunday, Mar. 8. Kvinnor Kan
Kvinnor kan means “women can,” and it’s used in 
Sweden to signify equality between women and 
men. International Women’s Day is Sunday, Mar. 
8, and here at the Swedish Club, an eclectic 
group of Nordic women (Swedish American, 
Norwegian American, Icelandic American, and so 
on) are coming together for a dinner to mark the 
day and honor a local hero.

Alene Moris, an Icelandic American, has 
been deeply involved, nationally and internation-
ally, in uplifting the role of women in industry, 
politics, etc. We will honor Alene for her work 
over more than 45 years on behalf of women 
and their career and leadership issues in both the 
nonprofit and business sectors. She’ll give a talk 
on “Nordic Women Are on Top,” discussing how 
important women in Nordic history have helped 
their countries become the most women-friend-
ly in the world. The date is Sunday evening, Mar. 
8. Watch for news on tickets, etc.

Legacy Builders
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Coming Events at the Swedish Club
Monday, Jan. 5. Swedish Language 
Classes Begin. 
Come learn Swedish! Several levels of beginning, 
intermediate, advanced and conversational 
Swedish. Even if you miss the first week of 
classes, it’s usually OK for you to start on week 
two. The following classes will be offered for 
winter term, beginning in January: 
Beginning Swedish I. Thursdays, Jan. 8–Mar. 
5, 6–7:30 p.m. Instructor: Pia Nyström.
Beginning Swedish II. Mondays, Jan. 5–Mar. 
16, 6–7:30 p.m.; Thursdays, Jan. 8–Mar. 5, 
7:30–9 p.m. Instructors: Laura A. Wideburg, 
Ph.D., and Pia Nyström.
Beginning Swedish III. Tuesdays, Jan. 6–Mar. 
10, 7:30–9 p.m. Instructor: Laura A. Wideburg, 
Ph.D.
Intermediate Swedish II. Mondays, Jan. 5–
Mar. 16, 6–7:30 p.m. Instructor: Pia Nyström. 
Advanced Swedish. Tuesdays, Jan. 6–Mar. 10, 
6–7:30 p.m. Instructor: Laura A. Wideburg, Ph.D. 
Expert Swedish. Mondays, Jan. 5–Mar. 16, 
7:30–9 p.m. Instructor: Pia Nyström.
Brush Up Your Swedish. Thursdays, Jan. 8–
Mar. 5, noon–2 p.m. Instructor: Berit Lehner. 
Conversational Swedish. Fridays, Jan. 9–
Mar. 6, noon–1 p.m. Instructors: Laura A. 
Wideburg, Ph.D., and Pia Nyström.

Wednesday, Jan. 7. Trivia Night. 
Members and guests are welcome. Every first Wednesday of the 
month, come play trivia! Enjoy pea soup and delicious homemade 
limpa bread. Food at around 5, trivia at 7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 9. “Mad Men” Season 7 Begins. 
The evening you’ve been waiting for! We’ll watch “Mad Men” every 
Friday evening at about 7:45, until the end of the series. Free.

Friday, Jan. 9. Friday Jazz: Ukadelics Winter Luau.
Seattle-based ukulele orchestra plays old hits and new. Dig out your 
Hawaiian shirts and chase winter away. As always, dinner available too 
and a special drink—yes, with an umbrella—for the evening. 7:30.

Wednesday, Jan. 14. Book Club. 
We’ll discuss Leading by Design: The IKEA Story, by Bertil Torekull. 
Read in English and join us to discuss. 5:30 p.m. New Book Club 
members are very welcome! 

Wednesday, Jan. 14. Members & Friends Dinner.
Swedish Medical Center CEO Anthony Armada will talk about his 
vision for health care. The histories of the Swedish Club and Swedish 
Hospital are linked, since the same group of Swedish immigrants 

founded both organizations. So Mr. Armada’s 
concepts may have special meaning for us. RSVP 
by noon Tuesday, Jan. 13: rsvp@swedishclubnw.org 
or 206-283-1090. $20. Social hour 5:30, dinner 
6:30.

Friday, Jan. 16. Talk: Adventures Cross-
ing the Bering Strait.
Seattle based adventurer Dimitri Kieffer will 
describe crossing the Bering Strait, one leg of his 
goal to circumnavigate the globe solely under 
human power. Read about him: www.nexusexpe-
dition.com or come to meet him in person and 
hear him tell about his adventures. 7 p.m. Free.

Wednesday, Jan. 21. SC Board Meeting. 
Members are welcome to attend as guests. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 21. Game Night. 
Members and guests are welcome. Every third 
Wednesday of the month, come play games: 
cribbage, board games, card games, you name it! 
Enjoy pea soup and delicious homemade limpa 
bread. Food at around 5.

Wednesday, Jan. 21. 
Swedish Film.

YRROL: An Enormously Well Thought Out 
Movie. The roles are played by comedians from the Swedish TV 
series “Lorry.” 89 minutes. 7:30. $5 donation.

Friday, Jan. 23. Friday Jazz: Rat City Brass.
A night of Herb Alpert music. The last time they played, we packed 
the house. Around 7:30 p.m. Bring your friends!

Wednesday, Jan. 28. Kafferep.
Monthly Swedish-style coffee party with homemade goodies from 
our best baking members. 2 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Wednesday, Jan. 28. Swedish Bingo.
Members and guests are welcome. Every last Wednesday of the 
month, come play Bingo! Enjoy pea soup and homemade limpa 
bread. (Hint: the bread alone is worth coming for.) Food at around 
6, bingo at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 28. Finnish Film. 
Täällä Pohjantähden alla II (Under the North Star II). 7:30 p.m. $5. 
Repeats Friday, Jan. 30, at 2 p.m. 129 min. Sponsored by Finlandia 
Foundation.

Friday, Jan. 30. Jon Persson Plays at Happy Hour!
Club member Jon Persson plays on cruise ships around the world! 
Tonight he plays for us. Always an enjoyable evening. 7:30 p.m.

Want to learn Swedish but 
can’t make it to class? Here’s 
something to check out: Learn 
five new words a day at www.
dailyswedish.com. Martin 
Stenman Andersson (shown 
here in Stockholm’s Gamla Stan) 
created this free resource to 
help anyone who wants to learn 
Swedish. He’d be very pleased to 
learn that Swedish Club members 
are using his site.
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Sunday, Feb. 1. Swedish Pancakes. 
Live music, dancing, and authentic Swedish pancakes, 
with ham, lingonberries et al. Music: Skolkis, Gnomes 
n’ Trolls,TinnFelen Hardanger Fiddle Ensemble. $9 
guests, $7 Club members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.–1:30 
p.m. Stay afterward for genealogy help in our lobby.

Sunday, Feb. 1. Super Bowl Sunday. 
Yes, indeed, if the Seahawks play, we’ll open the bar. 
Watch the game in the atmosphere of your club! 
Food available for purchase. 

Wednesday, Feb. 11. 
Members & Friends Dinner. 

Northwest native Katie Malik was a participant on 
Allt för Sverige 2014. She’s coming to show us part 
of the first episode and answer questions about the 
experience. (Allt för Sverige is a reality show 
featuring descendants of Swedish emigrants who 
return to Sweden and participate in Swedish-related 
competitions.) $20. RSVP by noon Tuesday, Feb. 10: 
rsvp@swedishclubnw.org or 206-283-1090. $20. 
Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.

Every Tuesday
Sing with Us! Svea Male Choir meets at 6:45 and 
the Swedish Women’s Chorus at 7:30. Singing 
together is verrrry Swedish. No auditions, always 
fresh coffee, everyone welcome.

Every Wednesday
Fiber Arts Open Studio. From 1 to 6 p.m. 
Weaving, knitting, sewing, etc.

Lilla Fredag. Our bar is open for Swedish pea soup, 
homemade limpa bread and libations. 5:30 p.m. First 
Wednesday of the month: Trivia Night. Last Wednes-
day of the month: Bingo! 

Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Genealogy Research. From the Swedish-Finn 
Historical Society in our lobby. Monday & Thursday 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wednesdays 2–5 p.m. and 
every Pancake Sunday! 

Every Friday
Swedish Food: Kafé & Happy Hour! Friday 
Kafé includes smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs 
and homemade desserts, prepared by Chefs Ann-
Margret and Malin from noon to 2 p.m. Evening 
food with different entrees each week by our chefs at 
6 p.m. Menu: www.swedishclubnw.org. 

Matinees. Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 
2 p.m. Come early for lunch in our Kafé (noon to 2).

•	 Jan. 9. Finnish film: Lakeuden Kutsu (Return to 
Plainlands). Erkki Hakala returns home from 
America. 99 min.

•	 Jan. 16. American film: A Small Act. Heartwarm-
ing documentary about a Swedish woman’s 
donation to a student. 98 min.

•	 Jan. 23. Swedish film: YRROL, an Enormously Well 
Thought Out Movie. 89 min.

•	 Jan. 30. Finnish film: Täällä Pohjantähden alla II 
(Under the North Star II). 129 min.

•	 Feb. 6. Danish film: Sofie. Directed by Liv Ullmann. 
148 min. 

We’re All Vikings Now. Once again, we’re 
watching The Vikings syllabus of DVDs and films, 
“Vikings to Volvos,” compiled by Board Member 
Larry Johnson. Visit swedishclubnw.org/Events/ 
Vikingfilms.htm for a complete schedule. Starts 
around 5:45 p.m.
•	 Jan. 9. Civilization: By the Skin of our Teeth, Part 2. 
•	 Jan. 16. The Vikings: Age of Migrations. 
•	 Jan. 30. The Dark Ages: Part 1.
Friday TV. We’re watching season 7 of “Mad Men.” 
Around 7:45 p.m. 

Mark Your Calendars!
We’re excited to announce that plans are forming for 
the 2015 major fundraising event at the Swedish Club: 
our annual auction. The date is Saturday evening, May 
9. The theme has not been selected, but our auction 
chairs, Vinda and Gary Sund, are already casting 
around for possible ideas. If you have a suggestion, 
send it to kristine@swedishclubnw.org and we’ll 
forward it to Vinda and Gary.

The same goes for volunteering for the auction, 
of course. Let us know and we’ll find you a task. If 
you have items for the annual auction or the Club’s 
Great Finds Sale, please donate them early, so the 
committee can decide the best way to sell them. The 
2015 fundraising events at the Club are as follows:
•	 Feb. 28–Mar. 1: Antiques & Great Finds Sale
•	 Apr. 11–12: Women’s Clothing Sale
•	 May 9: Annual Auction
•	 Sept. 13: Swedes Read book sale
•	 Oct. 31–Nov. 1: Holiday Bazaar 

Since the auction is our major event of the year, 
we hope members will participate by planning to 
attend and donating items. Our auction planners go 
to great lengths to make sure that the event is 
always fun. Guaranteed!

Helping the Club?
Rentals available at 
Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter 
Ave N., Seattle. Call 
206-283-1078 or visit 
www.swedishclubnw.org/
Venues/venues.htm. If 
you’ve been a member for 
at least a year, you get a 
20 percent discount. 

Wish List
Do you have any of the 
following? If you are not 
sure whether what you 
have to donate to the Club 
will be useful, call the staff 
and ask.
•	 If you have extra 

frequent flyer miles, 
consider donating them 
to the Club. We can add 
them to trips being 
raffled off or auctioned, 
to help us raise funds.

•	 “Classy” items to sell, 
auction or raffle off.


